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CHAMPIONS! 

 

 
In the last newsletter the prospects for the second 
half of the season were encapsulated in the phrase 
'lots to look forward to'.  Fair to say that our guarded 
optimism did not envisage a season which would 
provide two national titles and further additions to 
the list of full internationalists. 
 

As our late lamented President Alistair Carnegie 
would say each year when opening the club AGM, 
'the club is in good heart'. 
 

Review of the Season 
 

Pride of place goes to our women's first team squad 
who earned the title of Scottish Champions.  
 

Finishing fourth on the completion of the league 
programme, they faced reigning champions 
Edinburgh University away in the play-off semi-
final.§  Defeating them 2-1 in the league  fixture a 
couple of weeks earlier was clearly a massive boost.  
While Uni had the edge in possession in the first half,  
Wildcats coped very adequately under pressure  and  
managed to make inroads themselves without 
making a breakthrough.  It was a different story after 
the interval as they became more assured.  The 
balance of play shifted inexorably, and the key 
moment came 10 minutes into the half with a smart  

corner switch which McKenzie Bell finished off with 
a deft flick.  Having to chase the game Uni did create 
some opportunities but the Wildcats' defence coped 
with some assurance and saw the game out. 
 

So, it was to Glasgow Green on April 13th to meet 
Clydesdale Western who had defeated Dundee 
Wanderers in their semi-final.  In front of a large 
crowd, the first 20 minutes were fairly even, with 
both goalkeepers involved without any alarms.  
However Megan Fox changed it all with a timely 
interception on the Clydesdale 25 and slipped a 
beautifully weighted  pass to match Heather Aitken's 
sprint into the 'D' who beat the 'keeper at her near 
post. 
 

There was no mistaking the determination under- 
pinning Wildcats' performance in the second half, 
and again, while there were chances at both ends 
'keeper Jayne McLaughlin effectively dealt with all 
that came her way.  The lead was doubled in the  
54th minute - a corner switch was played across to  
Kate Holmes, whose pass was deflected into the net 
by Fox.  From then on, Kaz Cuthbert and Becky 
Ward provided a master class in ball retention, ably 
supported by the willingness of their team mates to 
hold on to their lead - which they did.  Heroines all, 
and great to see the exhilaration of the players at the 



final hooter as they acknowledged their large band of 
followers. 
 

For their first venture into European competition the 
girls will be hoping for the host country to be 
relatively easy for travel - as indeed will their 
supporters. 

*********************** 
 

Regular readers of this newsletter will have detected 
a slightly cynical view of the men's attitude to the 
indoor game.  No more!  Having gained promotion 
out of the second division last season, they racked up 
a series of victories to sit high in the table at the 
conclusion of the league matches prior to the play-
offs.. They engineered a narrow 5-4 semi-final  
victory over Grange to reach the Grand Final against 
Grove Menzieshill who came through the other semi 
in relative comfort, as befits a club with their indoor 
pedigree. 

In a nail-biting final which finished 3-3 at the final 
hooter, and in which the lead changed hands three 
times, Andrew McConnell and Gavin Sommerville 
were the heroes in a very competent squad - the 
former with a display of high-quality chance-taking, 
and the latter producing top-level goal-keeping with 
excellent positioning and shot-stopping.  But Adam 
Mackenzie's experience as a much-capped indoor 
internationalist with Inverleith was crucial in keeping 
things calm and focussed. 

The running penalties shoot-out finished 1-1 after 
three attempts each, but McConnell's strike first in 
the sudden death phase went unmatched, so Western 
Wildcats became indoor champions of Scotland!  Late 
news is that the European 'C' Division champion- 
ship will be held in Bulgaria early in 2020. 

Outdoor, the season finished rather disappointingly 
for the lads, with a draw, a loss and a win in their 
three final league matches, to finish third, and then 
losing out 2-3 to Menzieshill in the play-offs.  A 
propensity for losing late goals cost them dear, but 
there has been much to admire with products from 
the youth development policy showing up well. In 
the cup competitions, both men and women exited at 
the semi-final stage, the former going down 8-3 to a 
clinical Grange side, which in tennis parlance played 
the big points well. 

For the other teams, the men's 3rds are claiming 
equivalence with Celtic, winning the West District 
Division 1B, the Scottish Reserve Plate (see report  on 

page 5) and the West District Plate.  The 2nds blew hot 
and cold to finish mid-table in Regional League 1, 
and the 4ths with a lively band of juniors achieved a 
commendable 4th place in their league. 

The women's 2nds also finished mid-table but a 
move into the regional leagues is envisaged next 
season.  The 3rds had the occasional availability  

problems which come with such a young squad, but 
there are clear signs of progress resulting in a healthy 
league position.  

Caps Update 

First, congratulations are due to Kaz Cuthbert and 
Becky Ward, who both earned their 150th Scottish 
caps in the May series against Canada at Glasgow 
Green.  Kaz had gained about 65 with Giffnock prior 
to joining Wildcats, and Becky over 100 before she 
left Dundee Wanderers to join us in 2017 

     .                   

                         McKenzie Bell and Kate Holmes 

Kate Holmes joined Wildcats last autumn having 
already accumulated over 50 caps for Scotland. In 
Glasgow this season for post-graduate study, she 
continues to be a regular in national squads.  And 
medical student McKenzie Bell, a thrustful forward 
player, made her debut in the full national squad in a 
series against Italy in February. 

Andrew McConnell made the breakthrough to join 
brother Joe in the Caps Gallery when he was selected 
for the full squad in May for a tournament in Poland.  
A prodigious goal-scorer, his talents were recognised 
early during his progress through the junior ranks, 
and he has made his mark as a regular with the 
Scotland Under 21  squad, with club mates Andrew 
McAllister, Fraser Moran and Owen Jenkins-Garcia.   

Joe and Andrew are the fifth set of brothers to 
represent Scotland while playing for Western - 
following the Stephens, A.M. & J.G., Barry and Kris 
Kane, Graham and Ian Moodie, and Douglas and Joe 
Simpson.  Gordon Hopkins won a Scottish cap in 
1954, while brother David earned one for Ireland in 
1957 when he played for Trinity College Dublin. 

Australian Danie McMurray, who joined in 2017, 
kept goal for the women's 1sts and won a cap against 
Ireland in 2018. However she returned to her 
homeland in February.  By good fortune fellow 
internationalist Jayne McLaughlin made a timely 
return from injury for the remaining league matches 
and played a big part in the season's denouement.   

Catriona Booth has been a regular with Scottish age 
level squads, and will hopefully make the 
breakthrough to the full squad soon. 



 

SCOTTISH INDOOR CHAMPIONS! 

 

Back row (l to r):  James Moran (coach), Joe McConnell, Andrew McConnell, Fabien Goldie, Scott Menzies, Adam 
MacKenzie, Andrew McAllister and Scott Jones. 

 Front:  Hamish Galt, Rob Harwood, Gavin Sommerville (Capt.), Rhury Smith and Fraser Moran. 

With thanks to Sandy MacKenzie for provision of this photograph  

 

Folk News 

Followers of the club and SHU websites will have noted that the newly installed Chairman of the SHU is John 

MacKenzie.  John joined Western a few years ago, having been associated with the Greenock club over many 
years. His performances in goal were often noteworthy, sometimes for unconventional reasons.   He umpires at 
First Division level, and is known for his pragmatic, 'no nonsense' style and objectivity (apart from when certain 
Scottish football teams are topics for discussion).  He is particularly supportive of up-and-coming umpires. 

John follows a couple of very distinguished Western gentlemen in this post.  The legendary Alastair Anderson, 
after an admirable playing career in which he amassed 23 international caps between 1923 and 1931, took the reins 
between 1937 and 1947, in addition to being an international selector.  Alistair Gray was Chairman at the time of 
the merger between the SHA and the SWHA, and served as President of the amalgamated body - the SHU  - 
between 1992 and 2000.  We wish John all success in his new post. 

Latest recruit to Friends of Western is Alister McDougall, who played for the club in the early years of this 
century, having joined from Stepps. He recalls with pride being part of the squad which reached 5th place in the 
European club championships at Bloemendaal in 2001. He won 17 Scotland caps between 2002 and 2005, and 
played in the qualifying matches leading up to the  2003 Euro championships in Barcelona.  

An engineer by profession, Alister worked on the new Forth Crossing, and is now living in Abu Dhabi working on 
the 2020 Dubai Expo as a commercial manager. 

Sad to hear that Robin Gilmour has been in the wars recently with a broken clavicle followed by a cracked rib a 
couple of weeks later.  He denies that drink was involved.  No golf until 1st August at the earliest - so he will have 
plenty of time to ruminate on why the Glasgow Herald 50 years ago, on announcing that he had been 'signed' by 
Western Hockey Club, called him 'Mike' Gilmour.  He still carries the cutting around with him  ...... 

 



SOCIAL EVENT OF THE YEAR 

The annual club dinner took place in a marquee at the club on May 11th.  Following the success last year when 
partners, parents and significant others were welcomed, it was once again well attended and a hugely convivial 
occasion.  Great to see an age range of 16 to 75, and the presence of some of the pioneers of the women's section 
was a reminder of the loyalty and enthusiasm that former associates have for the club.   Special thanks are due to 
Kareena Cuthbert and Anna Sommerville whose organisational talents made the whole event very memorable.  

And Kaz deserves special mention for her talent as an extortionist vis a vis the auction and raffle. 

The club presentation of awards is a very important part of the Club Dinner, and could show the Oscars a thing or 
two about dignity and brevity.  Below are listed the various award winners: 

 
SEASON 2018-19 AWARDS 

 
 Dr William M. Matheson Trophy for  Outstanding Service to the Club         Deborah O'Toole 

 Sinclair Trophy -  Women's 1st Team Player of the Year                         Kate Holmes 

 Christine Scott Memorial Trophy - Men's 1st Team Player of the Year          Gavin Sommerville                   

 Girls Award for Commitment to Excellence                 Emily Malone  

 Boys Award for Commitment to Excellence      Scott Menzies 

 Girls Award for Technical Excellence                  Aisha Saini 

 Boys Award for Technical Excellence              Andrew McAllister 

 Men's Indoor Player of the Year      Andrew McConnell     

 Balwinder Bedi Trophy for Most Improved Player                            Devan Miller 

 Alistair B. Carnegie Trophy - Team of the Year    Women's 1st XI 

 Best Performance in a Cup Final      Becky Ward (Women's 1sts) 

 

Notes on above 

Deborah O'Toole may be a name unfamiliar to 
many.  Her official designation is Membership 
Secretary (Juniors) but her contribution extends far 
beyond that.  Wife of lower-team stalwart Stuart, she 
has enthusiastically taken on many of the 
organisational tasks essential to the successful 
running of a vibrant junior section.  Her four children 
are all active club members, with Becky co-captain of 
the women's 1sts and son Matthew showing great 
promise in the men's 2nds.  Dr Bill would have 
heartily approved of this award. 

Scott Menzies is now a 1st team squad member, 
accruing match experience in the second half of the 
season.  Son of former defensive mid-fielder Steven, 
the 17 year-old shows great maturity in his 
positioning and distribution.  It remains to be seen if 
Scott can match his dad's prowess at  penalties. 

Perusing the records, it is surprising that Gavin 

Sommerville had not won the 1st's 'Player of the 
Year trophy before now.  His consistently high level 
of performance is based on undoubted talent, but 
also dedication to training and improvement.  When 
you factor in his responsibilities as team captain, the 
12 times capped goalkeeper fully deserves this 
accolade.  

Devan Miller (16) only took up hockey three years 
ago but soon showed a real aptitude as a goalkeeper.  
Quick, agile and brave, his performances have gone 
far beyond expectation and he will expect to be 
playing at a higher level next season. 

 

Becky Ward in action in the Grand Final 

Other News 

Vishal Marwaha will be involved with coaching the 
men's1sts next season, and has decided to stand 
down as club president.  Alastair Scott has returned 
to the role he effectively filled for five years - the first 
two-time president in the club's history? 

Alistair Trainor has supported the club in many 
ways over the years, but has decided his umpiring 
days are now over.  Alistair's contribution in this role 
has been invaluable, as the lower XI's have confirmed 
in their expressions of gratitude.  He will no doubt 
continue to be seen at Auchenhowie lending his 
informed and constructive support at matches.



 PLATE TAKEN BY BISCUITS*
 

In a psychodrama worthy of Shakespeare, Western 3s 
faced Kelburne 4s in a fixture for which the world 
stopped and drew breath (Scottish Reserve Plate 
Final, Glasgow Hockey Centre, Pitch 2, 4th May). 
Western's own flawed hero, Alasdair Reid, brings to 
mind nothing less than Orson Welles' Othello: 
classically handsome, noble, conflicted and aroused 
by great passion.  In addition to the Moorish 
reference, he is Gibraltaresque in his immobility until 
stirred by the antics of the little monkeys around 
him. If Western provided Othello then only Kelburne 
could match them in a collective Iago: sullen, 
scheming, ugly and consumed by  sexual jealousy. 
 

Another principal in this toxic mix is the prima 
donna Desdemona, our own Barry Kane. Hauntingly 
beautiful yet highly strung and ultimately doomed 
by an inability to keep his hanky in his pocket (unlike 
his wallet which has to be prised out with a crowbar), 
here is a player who, if he passed the ball as quickly 
as he passed comment to his teammates ("Roll it, for 
god's sake!" when a ball is firmly struck; "Hit that, 
George!"* when it is rolled), the enjoyment quotient 
for all would increase inexorably.  Furthermore, he 
might spend less time being interviewed by umpires 
following his sustained critique of their abilities, 
giving him more time to influence games of hockey. 
 

Fortunately, the cohort of aging hams (combined 
caps total 300+, 250 or so of them supplied by the 
saturnine Vishal Marwaha who still looks very much 
the part at the age of 42) were both flattered and 
supported by a chorus of youthful enthusiasts of no 
little ability anxious to impress their seniors.  
Marwaha has spent a glittering hockey career from 
Penicuik to Patagonia finding and exploiting space.  
For the first goal he saw the space the Kelburne 
'keeper had carelessly left between his heels at a short 
corner and fired a fiercely accurate shot through the 
gap.    For the second, Roddy MacCallum - the team's 
Feste who only shows interest when the ball enters 
the opposition 25 - picked up a pass, weaved  his 
way into the circle and his fierce reverse stick strike 
found the target. 
                                                                                     
Kelburne huffed and puffed, and on another day 
might have had some reward, but the Adonisian 
Devan Miller in the Western goal - face of an angel, 
attitude of a cougar - was not in the mood to give 
concessions.  The third goal came midway through 
the second half.  A Marwaha corner strike rebounded 
off the keeper and Scott Anderson's cobra-like 
response bulged the net to seal the victory.  
 
The celebrations in the dressing room afterward were 
positively Bacchanalian: the seniors satisfied with a 
job well done, the juniors excited at having a shiny  
token of their endeavour to take home for their 
mums to polish.  And yet Desdemona still moaned   
 
 

 
about the officiating.  It is a fair bet that, at the same 
time, the officials were sharing their views on the 
cantankerous Western midfielder with no number.  
Just as well there  was no VAR.  Kelburne were 
presumably dragged back to Whitehaugh  for 
punishment by 50 lashes with a wet Woodbine, as 
per the play. 

                    
3rd Team captain Alastair Scott, (* aka Biscuits and George)  still 

mystified why his treble-winning band of grizzled has-beens  and 
exuberant youth were not awarded the 'Team of the Year' trophy 

 

In view of the success of the women's section, it is our 
intention to trace it's development and achievements since it 
was formed in 2001 in the next edition of the newsletter. 

This is also an appropriate time to extend an invitation to 
former women players to join Friends of Western - especially 
those who have left the district but wish to remain in 
contact. 

There is added significance to this, as the club will be 
celebrating 125 years of existence in 2023, and it is very 
important that they are included in the build-up to that, and 
all the associated events which will take place. 

§  For those mystified by a team finishing third or fourth in 
the league becoming Scottish champions, here's how it 
works:  the team finishing  first are designated 'league 
winners' and qualify automatically for European 
competition.  For the play-offs, 1st plays 4th, and 2nd plays 
3rd, with home advantage going to the first-named.  The 
winners then proceed to the Grand Final to decide the 
national champions, and also to decide the second 
European place.  Apparently it was introduced to give 
players more experience of playing in key matches. 

Thanks are due to Duncan Gray (www.duncolm.photography)  for 
photographs used. 

           


